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Packing up :rrr guiver heading'over to Bali, | wasn‘t sure at all where |

was going te go frem there. | knew | wanted to go back 1o Sanur, 1o

reflect ond see how the ploce has changed... But as my focus in kiting

o .-f . teday is woves, waves and more waves, Sanur was certainly net a place
f | wonted o gt stuck in. 11°2 o porfecthy flat freestyle-heovan plus |

’ ’ really wanted to check out onother islond in Indonesia than Bali...

r
/ and | knew the perfect persan to haak up with In arder te go ah o new
. adventure: Jason Wolcotl, an omazing photoegropher and truly great guy.
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lasan id urigi.n{:"r from "|'i_l||'|h,.|||:|__ C.ﬁ.__ ard hos bessn
living in Bali for the past 4 years. Ha's just about
“fothor-to-be' ond lives with his wife in Cangge, one
of Bali"s e z.ur'l'-a.pn'ls. Joson's meher 15 woves
and ha hos succsaded in establishing himsalf as ona
of tha tap guys in the highly compatithaa
surf-photography industy on the land of Gads. He's
olio moda a nome for himsalf on the kitewed wcans,
shooting regulary with Ben Wilson, Keahi De Abaitie,
Bac Stevans and ANy Mors
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Joson and | haoded off 1o Denposor Intarnotional
asrport, we hod a rough plan in mind bt &t all

"‘

degpeznded on Mlight-ovailabalities, The local ferminal
could be o bit of o nerve-rocking axperiance for
pople whe haven't travalled in Asio much, Thare's
hundreds of people, cardboard boxes vied as suilcoses
the noiss-level = unreal and geting infermation o
Ihe cownlers oon fem inlae o real heod-**

Eoch tima you ok about Hight schadulas,
seal-ovadlabilities, and baggoge-ollowance, you will
b getting o different answer, One concarming facl
howegvar, which was confirmaed by all the stoff of all
diffarant airlings that wo spake ta, the planes to tha
neighbouring slands are really small progeller plarnes
and therafore the luggoge compartment was rathed
resirsclhed. Surtboords have he least ol pfimih,.- and
mustn't ba any longer then &5, i the plons & R, the
luggoge compartmant is most probably too and the
surfboard [ my cose: a wholes guiver full of tham)
would orrrve on the next plone, or the nexd, or the next
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What mada this focl avan mora

concernmg: depanding on the

dastination and aiding, thare werg

ﬂiﬂhl‘j. ewvery other, thres, or four daysl - ;
So i ot aar doasn't came on the #,J"'fy M _
samae planae like v, it might ba days

hafore wa con even sior shooting! |

god saricusly wormed ond mentioned

that 1o lason. He replied with a line

that everyone should hawe os o molia

in life: “Stop worrying, that's ' 1 ll l,‘ lN
somathing | don’t do. | simply den't do Hl ‘ .IJI.S IJ ‘]
worrping, i1°s completely vseless”. 5o q Nﬂ"l‘ A CBIM}
| triad to get that inte my head and os Y l

thara was mo woy of escoping this I[El..’!.l"
rafber marve-recking fact - nol that | MAGAZIV
ws woimiad about it — wa bought teo
fickets. | checkod i the glmar, pad
200, 000 Rupsah for each board and

off wa went.
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A couple of slands further wesi, the 4

plane 16t dewn. That's whera our
odventure starts, whot wa found was
poradise; parfect wowas, amazing
peophe, the bast feod, turles oll around
us in the woter and so much more,.

.
s

It masst hove boen o brother of the

“God thot created Bali®, who was in A8 ey —

charge of this piace of Indo heaven!
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Gattimg off the plane and amivdng in the lny weanie
arrival hall, my worrying started again. My looks must
horee: soid it oll, becouse Joson wos immediotely there
“Don’t werry; simply don’l do waorrying, it's obsolutely
uwsaless!® And he was mght! A few minutes later | saw
ona of the airport stalf struggling with my
monster-guiver, yaw, oll here, lst's gol

Before | could inhale wove-enengy with my kita,
however, we shll had abowt 4 hours of reugh, bumpy
driving in an ndo-fax through a maze of really, and |
mian REALLY, bod roads. Jason is fairly Muent in
Indonassan, which wos o groal halp, The islend ifself
was much mara and and nothing like tropical Bali
bt definitely had o spacial flair in its own right,
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‘We possad by beautiful sall farms, rice poddies and
iy villages, where we slopped and got us some fruits
from the morked, Mo doubt there ore of least len fimes
os mony horse corrioges an this islond than cors, | feli
a httle bit like in ancthar age, which is one of the
beautios of travalling.

Finally we reachad our final destination, I was late
aftermoon and | hove fo odmil | was achually hoppy
that the wind wasn't blowing. W were prathy
knockered after o strenuous joumney, we look if cosy;

found curselves two cuta though vary simpla rooms in
a “Warung”, and with a Bintang in hand | sed up my
boards in anticipation of the coming days. The
forecast didn't let us down, After o greot sur in the
marning in glassy, indo wava-parfection, the wind
cama in. It stayed light all day and | struggled with
my 11m to gat 1o the break but the woves that |
manogaed fo cotch in babwesn turilas svimming

round in the gresn wolers of the Indion Oceoan

werg unbaliswalle.

The et few doys grosted v with pretty much i some
scananio: surfing in e moming ond light-wind kiting
in the ofternoon, Jason ond | chocked out soveral spots,
althowgh one spot wos without o dowbt cur fovouribe:
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o haavy, lubing lefthander thal wos brecking on o
super gaarly resl. Given the swell size of tha lirst faw
days though, it was not as hardeore os it would get on
heavier, bigger days. There wos o serious swell
forecasted for the end of the weak and one could feal
the anticipation and the surf increating by the doy as
its “‘due dale’ come doser.
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iy Indoaasia rcru"ll find tha locals hgiﬂg ﬂ.ﬂr‘ﬂll‘lﬂ!‘r
1rim'|dl:.-__ F|||;,r5. II':a:,r'ra [!l|'ﬂ|;|r5. T for m:i'-'i!; aoima 55
Az surfors ond kitasurfers are one of the maoin sources
of mcome on the sland, it's not surprising thot some
of the locals hove troined themsalves in baing
“kite-coddies”. They know all the fricks 1o pretty much
all the diflerent brands of kites, bars, moakes and
maodels... They will puemp up your kite and bay ol
lines porfoctly, connect them and help you te lownch
and lend like o pro. Furthsmare mast of them hove o
matarbike and will take you anypwhere you want,
which opons up the epportunity of long dowmwindars,
i:lur-'ng wihich thay will wabch you anid pick youw up from
wihsBravar wou shop,

It fook me o couple of doys fo get my heod around
the idea of hoving o ‘coddie’ and ot first refused
thasir offers to help me. 'm guibe simply abwvoys
saiting vp my kite mysell; | ses it as a kind of menial
ond physicol worm-up. Tolking to o couple of ‘new’
surf- and kite-mates about it, | realized, though, that
it actually really halps the economy and s | got
myself o coddie lool My coddie’s nome wos Nosos
Ha weas 14 yoors old ond an incredible swesthert,
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Smart and fully switcheed-on, Hosar even spoke
English pretty wall as he was going 1o school as
opposad 1o many of tho other coddies. Evary day ha
wauld sand me a =t bo my indo mobille mid-morming
from the classroom with the quastion “is windy yotf”
ond once the school bell rong, he immediately shot
over on his bike 1o come ond halp me.

The friendship that developad during my fime on the
island with Masar, gove this tfrip another incredibly
spacial ond good fesl thot will stoy in my heord
forevar. One evaning Masar invited ma to his homea
for dinner. | felt privileged and accepled happily, We
jumpad on his bike ond 15 minutes loter, in o small,
wary primitive fishing villoge we orived ot the housae
of his parents, uncles, aunts, and & brodhess and
sritars. Everybody lived logather one an extremely finy
space, in o wooden house on stills. The women
prepared spicy *Sombaol” in the kitchen, Mosi Goreng
and Rice ond Mosar's fothar put somae fish on the fire
cutside. Althowgh nobody apart from Mosar spoke
English, we had a truly lovely lime. We vsed the
uvniversal languoge of gesturas and smiles ond thal
night was the mest memorable of the whole trip,

The frisndliness of the locals was confirmed ogain

on another Sundoy. Sundoy is the doy whan
wearybody comes to the beoch and enjoys some
lime-oul with friends, chalfing, ealing and laughing. ..
I was walking up the boach in erder o sot up my

kile with Masar, when | wos invited by o growp

of Indonesions fo 'pin tham huving lunch,
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They were sitting in the shode of o big iree ond grilled
some chook fhat they plucked there ond then,
YAMMIE, this power lunch got me smashing the woves
avan harderl

That night | woke up ond wosn't quite swre whethaer i
wind the dloke of the day before or me going crazy bt
1wk sure | could feel the roam and my litfle bed
shaking.... “Whaot do ****2", back then | couldn’t really
windarstamnd whiol woas guing o, The riosl |n¢rning
rovoaled the myysiary: an uurihqunlm of § & on the
scole hod hat i thie nigl‘l‘l‘l‘hm Thank God, no one gol
injurad and nothing domaged. | immaedistely sent a
haed o my local buddy Masar, to see whother he and
his family wera ok. “Yas, all good”, came back

im mq-:liuh;h' and furthar “is i win:l'g,r yﬂ?"'.

| also owa oncther one of the very bast parts of this
trip lo Masar One day alter kiting e asked me
whathar | wonted to come with him 1o the wedding of
a schoolmate. A gid of enly 13 years of age, “in the
litile fshing willage nat far, comel!”, 1o | did. Onee
again on the bock of Nosor's bike we cruised over
bumpy trocks, thraugh little villages, stillt houses,
shacks and litla stalls along the read. . The wedding
wiag AMATIMNG! I Tha brida leoked stunning, mind
you, sho looked almost 10 years older with the
‘special festivity make up’ but truly baautiful,

The ceremany itself was different than we're used o
in thie Wastern Waorld, First we oll ole r-pgqlhu, thare

wias o weny simpla but very tasty buffel, 3 types i
main courses and bonona os desert, The mojority of

Indonesians en this island are Muslims, so obvioushy
thore was no alcohol but water instead. | was the
anly ‘white’ persan and ewerybody wanted o coma
ovar 1o touch, talk and toke photos (on their
mighiles] with mal Equally | couldn’t stop laking
pholos of everdhing around me. Once the twa
lovgbirds wore declored as husband and wife, thone
was na kissing; ne axchangs of rngs all that had
already hoppened tha night bafore. Thera was music,
dancing, and congratulatisns, ol togathar o tnuly
arwnadodna ond abaolutely unforgetobls expariance
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